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A Defence of public or ſocial Worſhip ; 


IN A LETTER ADDRESSED TO 


— 


GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. 


STOCKPORT, JANUARY 9, 1792. 
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I nave ſeen your Enquiry concerning public, 


or ſocial Worſhip, and I have read it with ſome 


degree of attention. As you have given your _ | 
decided negative on the expediency and propriety 
of ſuch performances ; the public will naturally 


— . ado. „ 


be led to examine the arguments, by which you 


ſupport your opinion. Whatever comes from a 


perſon of your abilities and reputation, will not 
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only claim, but command the notice of the world. 


Some will view your ſentiments with the ſteady 


eye of philoſaphy, and enquire whether theſe 
things be ſo : while others will turn away from 


them with fear, and ſhun them with indignation. 


For my own part, I feel a pleaſing ſatisfaction. 


in being thus induced to conſider a fubje of ſo 
- much importance. We have nothing to fear, but 


many things to hope for from enquiry. Every 


thing elſe has gained by inveſtigation, and why 
ſhould Religion be treated as an exception? We 


cannot wiſh to retain any thing but the truth; 


and amidſt all the conflicts of contending parties 
ir will prevail: like a firm rock it will ſtand 
unmoved; when the tempeſt has ſubfided, . and 
the daſhing billows have retired to their appointed 


Your arguments are principally founded upon 


the practice and authority of Jeſus Chriſt, together 
with the conduct of his Apoſtles. Theſe I ſhalt 
ſeparately examine, aud 9 alſo take notice of 


| any other circumſtances, which may ſeem to be 
e of attention. | Fn 
_ To ſhow, that Jeſus Chriſt 4 DRY ar 


ſocial worſhip, you produce the following texts 


of ſcriptur. RET. 
Aud token he had fent the multitude away, he went uþ 


ie a mountain apart to pray ; and when the evening was | 
eame, he tuns there alone . hen cometh Jeſus with 


them to a place called Gethſemane, and. faith to the diſciples, 


was withdrawn from them about a one's caſt, and inlet 
dbum, and prayed $.——And he withdrew himfelf into tis 


wilderneſs, and prayeds.——And it came to paſs in thoſe 


| days, eee 1 5 | 


he was alone praying o. 
Theſe quotations clearly prove, that Jeſus was 
2 friend to private devotion. It is reaſonable to 
believe, that one of bis piety would frequently 
Matt. xiv. 23, + Matt. xxvi. 36. | t Luke xxii. 41. 
Luke v. 16, . Luke vi. 12. OLukeix. 18. 
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addrefs himſelf to God, when there was no'eye to 
ſee him, but that, which beholds all things ; and 
when there was no ear to hear, but that, which is 
open to the ſofteſt call. It is eaſy to conceive, 
that one of his contemplative turn of mind would 
ſeek for opportunities of retiring occaſionally from 
the buſy crowd. Beſides he was a man of ſorrows? ' 
and grief, in its deepeſt ſtrains, is generally to be 
found in the ſecret abode. = 
But, Sir, it muſt be obſerved, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was not deficient in the performance of public 
duty ; for he often went into the temple of God. 
There the people met in ſolemn aſſembly : thither 
they went to worſhip the Moſt High. When the 
evening and morning ſacrifices were offered up in 
the temple, then incenſe was alſo preſented upon 
the altar in the holy place. In the mean time, 
the people, who ſtood in the court between the 
porch and the altar, were engaged 1n the exerciſe 
of prayer, that together with the incenſe their 


ſentiments of piety might aſcend in memorial to 
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the throne of God. And it came to - paſs, that while 
| Zacharias executed the prieſts office before God in the order 
of kis courſe ;- acconding 50 the Gb f thi puieſt? efice; 
his lot was to burn incenſe, when: he went into the temple 
of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were 
praying without, at the time of the incenſe#. | 

We no where find Jeſus diſapproving of theſe 
public prayers, and he was a frequent attendant 
in the temple himſelf. Peter, and Join, his 
beloved diſciple, may be ſuppoſed to have known. 
his will ; and yet we have it on record, that they 
went up together into the temple af the hour of prayer T. 
11 does not appear, that any form of prayer was 
uſed in the temple at Jeruſalem, or that any 
perſon was appointed to lead the devotions of the 
multitude ; every one, as it ſeems, offered. up his 
own petitions. But ſtill their worſhip _ public; 
for it was well known, that their appearing in 
that venerable place was profeſſedly to pray.— 
Moreover, if we may form an opinion from what 


2 Luke i. 8, 9, 10. Acts iii. 1. 
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is ſaid of the prayer of the Phariſee and Publican, 
we ſhall be led to conclude, that at leaſt ſome of 
them ſpoke ſo loud, às to be heard by thoſe who 
ftoodnear. This conclafion is much corroborated 
dy the practice of the Jews in modern times. 


Vou may hear them, in the {ynagogues, OY 


pronounce their individual prayers. ” © 


But, Sir, this does not ſeem to be ſo becoming. 
2s that regularity which is required in our public 
devotions, and is not on that account fit for our 
imitation. 'The Jews occaſionally: offer up indi- 


_ vidual prayers in the ſynagogues, as their brethren 


of old did; at the hour of incenſe, in any fituation 
which they thought proper, when they had not 
an opportunity or inelination to go up into the 

temple. i es 000 7% : Buinum 
Another argument in favour of public or ſocial 
worſhip, may be drawn' from Chritrs arten dance 
in the ſynagogues, It is treafonable to fappoſe, 
that he joined in the ſervices which were there 
performed; and if it ſhall appear, that any part 
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of them conſiſted of public prayer, we ſhall then 
have a convincing proof, that ſocial worſhip met 


with his approbation. We are told, that he taught, 
and that he preached, in the ſynagogues ; but it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the ſcriptures do at 
inform us, in poſitive terms, that be prayed in 


them. But let it be remembered, that the whole 


is often meant to be expreſſed by one of its parts: 
therefore, if we find, that public prayers were 
offered up in the ſynagogues, we {hall have reaſon 
to conclude, that Jeſus Chrift joined in that ſocial 
_ worſhip. 8 2 


The members of the Church of England tell | 


us, that they went to Church to ſay their prayers, 


tho' they alſo were preſent during the other public 
appointments of the place. The members of 


the Church of Scotland ſay, that ſuch a perſon 


preached to them, while at the ſame time they 


mean, that he alſo performed the other parts of 
the public ſervice; for there it is not cuſtomary 


for one to go through the devotional part, and 


„„ Weires OT © 


| for another to preach. The Catholics are faid to 
attend: Maſs, though it * meant, that they like- 
wiſe join in the other appointed performances 
of their Church. In the fame ranks: it may 
have only been ſaid of Chriſt, that he taught and 
preached in the ſynagogues; though he alſo went 
thither to pray. 
The importance of the law of Moſes ren- 
dered the reading and expounding of it ſo eſſen- 
tial, that the whole ſervices of the fynagogue might 
be ſpoken of under the expreſſion of reading the 
law, and teathing, or preaching its precepts. The 
knowledge of it was highly neceſſary for the well 
being of the nation. 
For ſometime before the Babyloniſh captivity, 
the Jews were peculiarly prone to idolatry, and 
this has, with juſtice, been aſcribed to their igno- 
rance of the Jaw, which, in its leading injundion, 
required them not to forſake the God of their 
Fathers. By a concurrence of diaſtrous events, 


and by the gradual progreſs of corruption, there 


t 


were few copies of the law to be found in the 
land, and of courſe it muſt have been littleknown, 
or underſtood. In thoſe days of darkneſs, they 
bowed themſelves down before idols, and did 
wickedly in- the fight of the Lord. 


When they were repairing the temple in the 


reign of the good king Joſiah, Hilkiah the prieſt 
found the book of the law in the houſe of the Lord: and 
Hilkiah gave the book to. Shaphan the ſcribe, and Shaphan 


read it before the king. And it came to paſs, when the king 


had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his 


dothes*, Theſe circumſtances clearly ſhow, that 


the law was little known, either to the prieſt, the 
ſcribe, or the king. Joſiah found, that they had 


loft the knowledge of their duty, and that they 


had departed from the path of true wiſdom. He 
exerted himſelf to avert the evils, in which the 
ſins of the people had involved them ; but he had 
not the happineſs of completely effecting his pur- 
poſe. They were become the ſervants of idols, 


* ii. Kings, xxii. 8, 10, Fi. 
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their. r-dipnity was 1 low, their minds were 
enſlaved; and at * they were led a to 


Babylon. | 
Being ſenſible of their paſt errors, and having 


ſmarted under the laſh of their iniquity; they took 
care, aſter their return from the Babylonith cap- 
tivity, -to have ſynagogues erected, in which the 
law was regularly read and explained. In pro- 
greſs of time, the works of the prophets were 
added to the law, and theſe, in conjunction with 
their other public inſtructions, had ſuch a power- 
ful effect upon their minds, that they never * 
forſook the ſervice of the living God. | 
If fuch was the happy influence of reading and 
illuſtrating the law and the prophets, we cannot 
be ſurpriſed to find, that the duties of the ſyna- 
gogue are repreſented by theſe important ſervices. 
Social prayer ſeems to me to be one of the moſt 
intereſting performances of religion „and among 
the Jews it muſt alſo have been of great im- 


portance. But from the peculiar ſituation in 
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which 5 were placed, an attention to the law 
ſeemed to claim their moſt diſtinguiſhed regard. 
To keep them from idolatry, was to preſerve them 
in the love and in the fear of God; but to permit 
a deviation from this path, was to pave the way 
fon an inſtux of vanity and crimes. 
Upon the authority of Dr. Prideaux#, I will 
venture to affirm, that public and ſocial. worſhip con- 
Rituted a part of the Jewiſh ſervice in the ſyna- 
gogue. . 0 
** 'The ſervice to be performed in theſe ſyna- 
gogue aſſemblies were prayers, reading the ferip- 
tures, and preaching and expounding upon them. 
„For their prayers they have liturgies, in 
which are all the preſcribed forms of their ſyna- 
gogue worſhip. Theſe at firſt were very ſew, but 
ſince, they are increaſed unto a very large bulk, 
which makes their ſynagogue ſervice very long 
and tedious ; and the rubric, by which they re- 


Connection of the hiſtory of the Old and New Teſtament, 
part firſt, page 168.— Dublin edition, folio, 
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gulate it, is very perplexed and intricate, and 


incumbered with many rites and ceremonious. 


obſervances. _ 

The moſt ſolemn part of their prayers, are 
thoſe . which they call Shemoneh Eftreh* i i.e. the 
eighteen prayers. Theſe, they ſay, were com- 
poſed and inſtituted by Ezra, and the great ſyna- 


| gogue ; and, to them Rabbi Gamaliel, a little- 


before the deſtruction of * added the 
nineteenth. 

0 It is certain theſe prayers ber ancient ; 
for mention is made of them in the Miſima P, as 
old ſettled forms; and no doubt is to be made, 
but they were uſed in our Saviour's time, at leaſt 
molt of them, if not all the eighteen ; and con- 
ſequently, that he joined in them with the reſt of 
the Jews whenever he went-into their ſynagogues, 


as he always did every ſabbath day.” 


* Maimonidas in Tephillah, 


+ Berachoth, cap. 4, F 3. 
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The following paſſages are tranſtated from ſome: 


of their ſtated forms &. Be thou merciful to us, O 


our father, for we have ſinned: pardon us, O our king, for 


we have tranſereſſed againſt thee : for thou art God, good 


and ready to pardon. Bleſſed art thou, O: Lord, moſt 
gracious, who multiplieſt thy mercies in the forgiveneſs of ſins. 


| Look, we beſeech thee, upon our icons. Be thou on 


our ſide in all contentions. | 
Heal us, O Lord our God, nd we lll be healed 

fave us, and we ſhall be ſaved ; for thou art our praiſe. 
Bring unto us ſound health, and a perfect remedy for all our 
infirmities, and for all our griefs, -and for all our wounds; 
Bleſs us, O Lord, i every work of our hands, and bleſs 
unto S of the year, OY the dew and 
the rain. | 
„ The addreſs in the Lord's prayer, our father, 


and not my father, may ſeem” you ſay, to imply: 
a ſociety of worſhippers uniting in the petitions of 


that formulary of devotion. But this. argument | 


will appear of no weight, if we reflect, that the 


* ua 3” TREO as valine; 
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capital ig of Chriſtianity: is univerſk] 3 
lence. How then can a profeſſor of this diſin- 
| tereſted comprehenſive ſyſtem, —offer up even his 
private devotions, but as one amongſt many chil- 
dren, in the father of the family of the univerſe. 
This worſhipper—will - habitually cry out, not 
ay father, but our father ! not my God, but our God! * 

Every perſon of true worth, muſt be pleaſed 


Rr < 
* 


* — = 


with benevolence and univerſal good-will ; and, 
when thinking of himſelf as allied to the human 


race, would not heſitate to ſay in his private de- 
votions our father. But among us this is not a 


common mode of addreſs ; and it does not ſeem 


to have been ſo among the Jews. 

When David prayed by himſelf, he ſaid IJ, and 
not we. Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for I cry unto 
thee daily. Rejoice the ſoul of thy ſervant; for unto- thee, 
0 _ do I of up wy: 


” Pages 25, my 26. 


+ Pſalm Ixxxvi. 3, 4. 
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0 Lord God of my fie, I kev cid dy nd night 
before thee ; let my prayer come before thee : incline thine ear 


| unto my cry, for my ſoul is full of troubles : and my life 
draweth nigh unto the grave*. 11182 | 

We ud ſome of the prayers in the book of 
Pſalms running in the plural number; but it 
appears, that moſt, if not all of theſe, were meant 


to be repeated, or ſung, in the aſſembly of the 


people ; and therefore may be produced, as an 
additional argument in ſupport of public worſhip. 


_ Jeſus Chriſt, who was an example of benevo- 
lence, did not in his private prayers ſay we nor ws; 
but I and me. My father, if it be, poffible, let this cup 


paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not as I will—— . 
From theſe conſiderations, and from the nature 

of language itſelf, it is rather wonderful, that the 

prayers in the Jewiſh liturgies are not generally 


expreſſed in the ſingular number, if they were 


compoſed for private, and not for ſocial devotion. 
5 hough the Lord's prayer may, with propriety, 
* Pſalm Ixxxviii. 1, 2, 3. Matthew xxvi. 39. 
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be uſed by an individual 3 yet, it is bighly proba- 
ble, that it was meant alfo to be uſed in ſocial 
worſhip, by the diſciples and followers of Jeſus. 
Our Lord ſeems to have been well acquainted 
with the prayers of the ſynagogue, for it is ſaid, 
that the form which he recommended to his diſ- 


ciples; was chiefly compiled from them. It has 


| been obſerved s, * that this prayer is taken out of 


the Jewiſh liturgies, 'in which we wholly find it, 
except only theſe words, as we forgive thoſe, who 
have tranſereſſed againſt us. Our father, which art in 
Jeaven, is in their Seder Tephilloth, or form: of 
prayers. Let thy great nome be ſanflified, and thy king- 
dom reign,” is © in their ſorm of Kaddifh. Let thy 
memory be glorified in heaven above, and in the earth beneath,” 
is * in the Seder Tephilloth. Forgive us our fins,” 
is * in the fixth of their eighteen daily prayers. 
Deliver us not-to the hand of temptations, and deliver us from 


_ the evil fiement,” is in that and the book Muſar. 


* Dr. Whitby's comment. on the gth verfe of the 6th chapter 
of Matthew, 
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fer the u. fue, and the e ee 
is, ſaith Druſius, their uſual doxology.” 
We have ſeen, that the Jews worſhiped, in a, 
public and ſocial manner, in their ſynagogues ; 
but we have no intimation of their doing ſo, when 
they met in the fields, or in private houſes ; and 
this may account for our Lord's not praying with 
the multitudes *, who followed him, nor with the 
diſciples on various occaſions. 

You ſay, the object of the Jews in their 
aflemblies, ſeems to be merely to recite the ſcrip- 
tures in the way of praiſe and thankſgiving 2, 
and to ſing hymns, after the cuſtom of the firſt 
Chriſtians, mentioned by Pliny in his epiſtles, in 
honour of the Supreme Being,” and, you might 
have added, after the manner of Chriſt himſelf . 


* See Mr. Wakefield's enquiry, p- 8, 9, and 10. 

t Who does not remember, that, upon the late happy re- 
covery of our King, a ſublime and almoſt inimitable prayer 
was compoſed for the uſe of the ſynagogues? This is a pretty 
clear proof, that they go farther 3 in their public ſervices than 
you on willing to allow, 


U Matthew x xxvi. 49. 
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You allow the propriety of offering public al 
and thankſgiving to God: but thankſgiving is 
a part of that exerciſe, which is denominated 
prayer* ; and how can it be more decent or ex- 
pedient, when it A erited from the ſcriptures, or 
ſung by way of hymn, than when it is addreſſed 
to.the Moſt High, in the form of ſocial prayer. 
When ſpeaking of ſolitary prayer in the ſyna- 
gogue, you ſay, © ſuch a mode of prayer muſt 
always of neceſſity carry an appearance of oſten- 
tation with it. And more notoriouſly. muſt this 
effect take place in the devotions of ſocial worſhip- 
| pers.” But I will aſk you, Sir, whether there be. 
a greater appearance of oſtentation in celebrating 
the praiſes of Jehovah, and thanking him publicly 
for his mercies which you allow to be proper ,. 
Under the word prayer are comprehended—adoration of 
the Deity ; thankſgiving for his goodneſs ; truſt in his pro- 
vidence ; and petitions for his mercy and affiſtance. Per- 
haps theſe might, with more propriety, be called devotional 
addreſſes than prayers : but the uſe of language is to convey 


ideas; and the meaning of the term prayer, is ſufficiently 


underſtood. + page 17. f page 35. 
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or ts before; him with humility in the 
aſſemblies of the people, and e for the 88 
ply ef our want??? 

IT be truth is, that in order! to make your ſcheme 
conſiſtent, you mult forbid us to join in any public 
engagement, which could imply adoration of the 
Supreme Being, an acknowledgment of his pre- 
ſerving power, gratitude for his kindneſs, or a2 
requeſt for future bleſſings. How far this conduct 
would be dutiful, or amiable, may be left to the 
deciſion of the world. As for Jeſus Chriſt, he has 
left us an example of public gratitude, for in the 
prefence of his diſciples, he thanked God for his 
kindneſs. As they were eating, Feſus took bread, and Vleſſed 
it, and brake it, and ſaid, take,eat. And he too tie cp. and 
gave THANKS, and gave it to them, ſaying, drink ye all of it. 

My ideas” you add, do not at all interfere 
with expreſſions of praiſe, and gratitude, in any cir-" 
cumſtances, when the occaſion may call them 


forth.” 
* Matthew x xxVi. 26, 27. 


+ Page 33. 
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Then you do allow the propriety of praiſe and 
gratitude - and, if you. do, it muſt be obvious, 
that every perſon is to judge for himſelf what 
** occafion may call them forth,” and where they 


are to be expreſſed. To me it ſeems expedient, 


to take frequent public opportunities of impreſſing 
our minds with a becoming ſenſe of God, and.the 
diſpenſations of his providence, T7 

But you ſubjoin, what has this to do with 
focial worſtip at church, or chapel?” You do not ab- 
folutely deny, that the ſcriptures afford inſtances 
of a ſew individuals collectively addreſſing them- 
ſelves to the Deity, and you would allow this to 
be done when the occaſion may call“ for it; 
but you would, in no cafe, have it performed 
in a crouded congregation” . 

Worſhip, Sir, is the duty of us all ; and, if it is 
Proper in a ſmall, but public aſſembly, it muſt be 
ſo in i which is large - provided regularity and 
decorum be obſerved. A ſolemn exerciſe of re- 


* 


* Page 33 
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ligion, which equally concerns the whole human 


race, is widely different from ſome of the common 
affairs of life, which are fit for the knowledge of a 
few; but which ought not to be expoſed to the 
public eye. 1 05 | | 
Jeſus Chriſt reproved ſome perſons in his time 
for oſtentatious worſhip; but it was not for a re- 
ſpectful performance of public devotion; it was 
for hypocritical conduct tien love, ſaid: he, to pray 
landing in the fmagogues, and in the corners of the fires, 
that they may be ſeen by mens. Sm e 
Our Lord alſo condemned wain- epititions q, and 
blamed thoſe, who for a pretence + made long pray- 
ers. Of theſe and other improprieties you loudly 
complain and J aſſure you, Sir, chat I am not 
an advocate for any thing burthenſome, or im- 
proper. But certainly you do not mean to inſi- 
nuate, that whatever is abuſed ought to be de- 
ſtroyed. Were you thus to enter into judgment, 
what could ſtand before you? Let us be aſſiduous 


* Matthew vi. 5. F Matthew vi. 7. + Matthew xxiii. 14. 
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in —— that which 1s ate; but i in Going 
what is improper, let us beware, leſt we part with 
any thing effential.—While we prune the tree, let 
us not injure the trunk ; while we trim the lamp, 
Tet us not extinguiſh the flame. 

The Samaritans had their temple oh Mount 
Gerizim, and the Jews ſaid, that in Jeruſalem is the 
place where men ought to worſhip, When a woman of 
Samaria mentioned this difference of opinion to 
Jeſus, he replied, believe me, the hour cometh, when 
Je ſhall neither on this mountain, nor yet at Feruſalem, 
worſhip the father. But the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true zoorſkippers ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit and in 
truth : for the father ſecketh ſuch to worſhip him. Gad is 
a ſpirit : and they who worſkep him, myſt oofip him in 
Fpiit and in truth . ret: 

You fay, this leads to- the Abolition 8 
-der is, of all Ele devotion'$. To me, it 
ſuggeſts a very different interpretation; and ſeems 


to imply, that it is of no importance where men 


* John iv. 20, 21, 23, 24. ＋ Page 19. 
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offer up their prayers, provides they do it in ſin- 


cerity of heart. The truth of this obſervation will 
be more and more apparent, as the light of reaſon 


increaſes, and the darknefs of ſuperſtition is diſ- 


pelled. Well might Chriſt ſay, the hour cometh, and 


now, in ſome meaſure, is, when the true worſhippers 
ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit and in truth. By 
the goſpel men are taught, that Jehovah 1s not 
the God of the Jew only, but of the Gentile ; that 


he does not dwell only at Jeruſalem, or on Mount 


Gerizim, but that all nature is his temple, all ſpace 


his abode, and that he is every where preſent to 


hear the prayers of his people. | 
John tells us, that in holy viſion he faw no 


. temple t in heaven. 


The pure and elevated 
nature of thoſe who dwell in that bleſſed place, 


together with the more illuſtrious diſplays of Jeho- 


vah's power and excellence, may be ſufficient to 
arreſt their attention, and tune their hearts to the 
loſtieſt ſtrains; but it is not ſo with us: we dwell 


* John iv. 23. 1 Revel. xxi. 22. 
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in tabernacles of clay, and have need of various 
means to aſſiſt us in our devotions.— Public wor- 
ſhip has been frequently found to be powerful over 
the ſtraying, but ſerious mind, -t ought to be. 
remembered, that the ſame apoſtle repreſents ſome 
of the heavenly inhabitants as engaged in worſhip- 
ping God. Tie four and twenty elders fall down before 
him, who fat on the throne, and worſhip.lum, who liveti 
for ever and ever, and caft their crowns befare the tirone . 
As eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, the things which 
God hath prepared for thoſe who love him, it may be re- 
plied, that John could not be ſuppoſed to know 
the employment of thoſe in heaven. But this 


objection is fo far from overturning what I want 
to eſtabliſh, that it ſtrengthens my argument. — 
F John only ſpoke in prophetic viſion, 'and yet 


SES 405 


it ſhews, that he had been accuſtomed to public 


worſhip on earth; for we muſt form our ideas 
of thoſe things which we have not ſeen, from thoſe 
[1 | with which we are acquainted. 


i 
ö | | * Revelation iv. 10. 
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Let us now turn our attention to the practice of 
the apoſtles and the immediate followers of Jeſus. 
Here we may begin with obſerving, that they 
prayed in a ſocial manner, when they were about 
to elect a companion inſtead of Judas. I cannot 
agree with you in ſaying, that It is no abſurd 
ſuppoſition; and one abundantly defenſible from 
other writers, that the evangelical hiſtorian means 
only to ſtate the general ſentiments of the apoſtles at 
that time, and the purport of the prayer, which they 
endroidually preſented to the Almighty'*. The 
paſſage, in its obvious tendency, ſeems to me 


clearly to ſhow; that they offered up an united 


prayer.—And they prayed, and faid, thou, Lord, who | 


hnoweft the hearts of all men, ſhow whether of theſe two 
thou haſt choſen, that he may partake of this miniftry and 
apofileſhip, from which Fudas by tranſgreſſion fell f. 

But you ay, „Will an addreſs to the Supreme 
Being, at ſo extraordinary a juncture, of half 4 
minute long, be deemed by any man an adequate 


* Page 33. ＋ Accs 'P 24, 25. f 
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authority for the eſtabliſhment of ſocial prayer, per- 
petually recurring on no particular urgency of occa- 
ſion, and long enough to tire the moſt unrelenting 
patience ?”* The length or ſhortneſs of the 
prayer, has nothing to do in the preſent conſi- 
deration; it will be enough, if it be proved, that 
the apoſtles joined in ſocial worſhip. But the 


following record ſhows, that they offered up a joint 


prayer more than half a minute long. —T hey went up 
into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and Fames, 
and Fohn, and Andreu, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James, the ſon of Alpheus, and Simon 


Lelotes, and Judas, the brother of James. Theſe all con- 


tinued with one accord in prayer and ſupplication, with the 


women, and Mary the mother of Feſus, and with his brethrenÞ. 


Is it not here evidently ſhown, that their wor- 
ſhip, on this occaſion, was ſocial, and that they per- 
ſevered in it for ſome time? T heſe all CONTINUED 
with one accord in prayer; and it is added, in ſuppli- 
cation, which evinces, that in their devotions, they 


— 


* Page 32. + Acts i, 13, 14. 
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did not confine themſelves to thankſgiving and 
ſinging © kymns"*. 
Many other texts of ſcripture might be pro- 


duced to ſupport the opinion, that the immediate 


followers of Jeſus Chriſt performed public and 


ſocial prayer, but I ſhall confine myſelf to a few; 

as they, together with what have already been 
advanced, ſeem to be ſufficient for the proof of 
that which is intended. Peter was kept in priſon; but 
prayer was made without ceaſing of the church unto God for 
img. And they continued ſtedfaſtiy in the apoſtles doctrine 
and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer . 
peter came to tie houſe of . Mary; where many were 
gathered together, praying g. 

I am convinced from the foregoing obſerva- 
tions, that we are juſtified in the performance of 
public and ſocial worſhip, both by the example 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles. 


Sir, I ſhall remind you of a promiſe, which you 


voluntarily made, when you threw down the 


Page 35. Acts xii. 5, Acts ii. 42. SAds xii. 12, 


And now, 


TY B * 


as 
- » — > - = 1 
* - - > po 62:27 
= _ be * a 6% 2 * 8 * _ N < 
* L * * 4s 9d - a — 
. — . — — th e " * 8 a 1 * * 
ba = * - — — — . n XA . 
Fans — 1 * 6 v * — 1 a 92 . 2 12 2 — — Os ns ryan. — — We = 
F . 2 * 2 — = * * * 6 _ * - - — — ” 
— N * - 7 6 Day — IN * * 0 — — 2 3 1 Y 
a p - 1 * 1 8 1 . - — 
N 7 1 an = a L E 6 U IT = T - 2 
ow __— I hs 1 0 „ — 1 — 
2 —— —„—-— —— oa — — — . * * * * — — ———— wtgrnnt nous - 
4 W 9 
6 ee ths, * * * 
. "VE. 7 Fr et re et I Fl _ K 1 . 4 
& * rr — r — TO me Pug > — 
* 


1 A DEFENCE OF 


gauntlet—leaving it to your on conſideration, 


and the deciſion of our impartial.readers, whether 


the arguments which I have adduced, call upon 


you to fulfil it Give me but one ſingle poſitive 
proof of the exiſtence of ſocial worſkip among Chriſt 


and his apoſtles, and I retire with ſhame from the 


field of conteſt, and reſign the victory *. 

We are profeſſedly the diſciples of Jeſus, and 
ought to obey the precepts of his wiſdom ; but he 
has left no command behind, which requires us to 
avoid worſhipping in public. ReſpeRing the ex- 
ternals of religion, he has left us at perfect liberty 
to chooſe for ourſelves. We ought always to mark 
the difference between the means and the end. 
It is by neglecting this diſtinction, that we con- 
demn others for differing from us in fentiments of 
religion. It has been by not attending to this 
important conſideration, that the ſword of perſe- 
cution has been wielded, and that the benevolent 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity has at any time been cruel 


* Page 13. 
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and unmercitul, The end of religion is: good 
conduct and happineſs; but the means to be em- 
ployed for promoting this, muſt be left to our o.]n 


diſcretion, and the influence of thofe circum- 
ſtances in which we are placed. The apoſtles 
ſeem to have encouraged the ſame ideas; for they 
departed from many of the Jewiſh ceremonies, 


which we do not find to have been rejected by 


Jeſus; and they joined in ſocial worſhip, in other 
places than the ſynagogues - though it does not 
appear to have been authorized by the practice of 
their Lord. Nothing could make that right, 
which is wrong in its nature; and nothing could; 
make that ſinful, which is beneficial in its ten- 
dency. If public and ſocial worſhip be uſeful to 
ſociety, it muſt be the command of heaven, 
and no poſitive injunction could warrant us to 
The Sabbath returning at ſtated intervals, gives 
a joyous opportunity of reſt to him who is weary: 


it contributes to his health, as it leads him to clean- 
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 lineſs and change of raiment : it promotes virtue, 


as it encourages contemplation :-3t gives him an 
opportunity of going to the houſe of God, where 
he may reap many advantages from public de- 
votion. | 

But you are not an enemy to the aſſembling of 


ourſelves together in public; for you ſay, Our 


 fabbaths alſo ſhall be kept; but not with the leaves 


of hypocritical formalities, and the parade of miſ- 
guided ſuperſtition, in praying for calamities, and 
in deprecating bleſſings" *. Why do you conſider 
theſe improprieties as inſeparably connected with 
public worſhip? I ſhall not attempt to. point out 
any prevailing mode, as the moſt complete ex- 
ception to this general condemnation ; but J ven- 
ture to affirm, that ſocial worſhip may be per- | 
formed in a decent, reſpectful, and beneficial way. 
It is natural for us to addreſs ourſelves to God, 
in proſperity, or in adverſity. To whom ought 
we to give thanks, but to him, who is our beſt - 


* Pages 39 and 40. 
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friend? To whom ſhould we look for comfort, but 


to him, who is able and willing to beſtow it ?— 


Prayer reminds us of our dependance on heaven, 


and teaches us humility ; it leads us to the love of 
God, and the love of man. Our requeſts are not 
intended to inform the Deity of our wants, for- he 


knows them well ; they are not to move his com- 


paſſion, for mercy has been his name for ever 


but they are meant to operate on our own minds; 
to make us walk worthy of the bleſſings which we 
crave; and to induce us to ſeek them in thoſe 
paths, where he has appointed them to be found. 
Vou admit of ſecret prayer, and it is. certainly 
well adapted for perſonal ſupplicat ions. and in- 
dividual thankſgiviugs ; but public worſhip has 
many peculiar advantages, and is better calculated 
for diſcharging our duty concerning the things 
which belong to us as members of ſociety. | 


How decent and how wiſe is it to return joint 


thanks for the bleſſings which have deſcended 


upon us in common ! In the houſe of God, the 
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34 
rich and the poor meet together, and they are 
reminded, that Jehovah is the father of them all. 
When they addreſs him, as his children, they are 
kaught to conſider one another as brethren: when 
they recollect, that they are all ſubject to tempta- 
tions, and that they are travelling together through 
2 changeable world, they are inſtructed toexerciſe 

ſympathy, and all the benevolent affections.— 

When theſe pleafing and proßtable conſiderations | 

have expanded the powers of their minds, and 

11/4 elevated their devotion, they are apt to ſay, this is 

i | deu ocker but the houſe of God, verily this is the gate 
| 


A DEFENCE, &c. 


| - To conclude; how much foever we may differ 
| i R un opinion—may we always aglee in whatever 18 
| 'f good, excellent, and worthy of praiſe. 


I am, Sir, 


Yours, &c. . - 


* Gen. xxviii. 17. 
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